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Venezuela declares itself willing to pay
Its just debts, but with a public debt of
Üö,000,Q00 and an empty treasury and ruined
Industries willingness cannot count for
much.

A great Increase In the number of cases
cf pneumcnla is noted In Washington, and
Is ascribed to the chilliness of many houses
on account of the coal famine. . The effects
of the coal strike are more far-reachi- ng

than the greatest alarmists anticipated.

Fourteen members of the St. Louis City
Council charged with bribery and accepting
bribes in connection with the selling of
franchises and privileges have been tried
already and thirteen have been convicted,
showing that when those who sell their
votes become reckless In their transactions
SLsgrace and punishment follow.
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A recent roster of the United States
troops In the Philippines shows that there
arc none whose service there began earlier
than September, 1000, and a considerable
number who arrived there In 1001 and 1002.

Three years is about the limit of time
. that American soldiers ought to serve
- there .continuously, and It will probably be

the policy of the government to change
them as often as that.

If the bill which has been introduced In
Congress for the establishment of a na-

tional theater at Washington looks mere-
ly to the incorporation of such an institu-
tion under an act of Congress It may be
unobjectionable, but if It asks for govern
ment endowment or support It should re-

ceive no consideration. There Is no clause
In the Constitution under which such an
appropriation could be defended, and the
people would not approve it.

It will be noticed that In many of the
farmers meetings held this( season the pro-

tection of birds is a leading topic for dis-

cussion. Opposition to the slaughter of
birds is nut a matter of sentiment with In-

telligent farmers, but one of farm eco-

nomics. They have discovered that most
every kind of bird is an industrious de-

stroyer of insects which destroy all kinds
of crops at some stage of their growth. In
acme communities farmers have formed
associations to prosecute those who kill
birds on their premises upon which warn-
ings against trespassing are posted.

Mrs. Gertrude Atherton, a writer of rath
er sensational novels and who has attained
notoriety rather than celebrity through her
work, declares that she defeated the rat-
ification of the treaty for the sale of Den
mark's West India islands by the Danish
government. If she really did Interfere
with the proceedings of her own govern- -
Tnont chit Vift m 1(1 Vt aI t lfshln r rmu
ecutlon under criminal laws; but as she
probably did nothing of the kind, but is
merely seeking to advertise herself, it Is
hardly worth while to consider her asser
tion seriously.

It Is announced that Mr. Andrew Car-
negie's daughter will not be burdened with
great wealth, but will be provided by her
father with merely a "modest competence."
Presumably, Mr. Carnegie will wish his
daughter always to live In the manner
to which she is becoming accustomed dur
Ins; his lifetime, and it would, therefore.
be Interesting to know what he regards as
a modest competence. With a palace in
Scotland and another In New York, each
requiring a fortune to "run," it seems like
ly that his idea in regard to the matter is
somewhat less modest thwn that possessed
by a good many other people.

A number of Chicago citizens have united
In a movement to secure a new charter for
that city, and Judge Dunne, of one of th
county courts, was selected to outline such
a charter for the city as would meet the
'views of a radical element. The charter
which the Judge proposed started out with
the abolition of the Constitution of Uli
nol so far as Chicago was concerned in
order to put in force the theories of those
who demand public ownership and direct
legislation. This proposition was too rank
for the radicals. The granting of authority
t legtalate by town meetings in so large
city would mean the destruction of the
rights of the individual, which Is essentially
the position taken by Socialists.

Butterine makers are, it Is said, about to
engage In a campaign of education. Barred
by law from entering the market on equal
terms with dairymen, they will undertake
to prove to the public that their product
net only cannot be distinguished fron
creamery batter in taste, but that It is
chemically purer than the Utter. As weird

nd horrible talcs can truthfully be told
about the methods of making some butter,
the public has undoubtedly before it much
unpleasant reading. When its faith in but
ter begins to totter It will be urged to in
spect the butterine factories, which are al
ways open to visitors. Properly conducted.
the educational scheme may work and
dairymen led to wish that they had not
ought an unfair legal advantage,

TIIC PREVALENCE OF PEACE.
Except the ridiculous spectacle which

several governments present In their deal
ings with Venezuela the civilized world
seems to be under the reign of universal
peace. Not only are there no wars, but
there is an absence of rumors of war. The
"war cloud In Europe," for years the pro-

lific topic of European correspondents,
seems to havic' failed those enterprising
citizens of the world as a periodical topic
and a source of revenue. There Is not the
sign of a war cloud in the horizon. Dis-

putes between governments there are and
always will be, but no ruler thinks of war
as a method of settlement. There seems
to be no need for the alliance of one coterie
of nations to hold another coterie In check.
Russia seems to have no designs upon
Turkey, while Europe's "sick man" seems
to be pursuing his misrule with entire safe-
ty. Germany seem content to hold Its
own in Europe for the present, looking to
the outer world for markets and quasi-Germ- an

colonies. At any rate, the "war
lord," as Emperor William was once called,
maintains his splendid military establish-
ment for the purposes of peace. Great
Britain is not so fearfully Jealous of the
designs of Russia as she was a few years
ago, even if she would have the world

m

believe that Kipling's "bear that walks
like a man" Is equal to any wickedness
which he dares undertake. Russia with
its half-starv- ed millions is quietly pursuing
Its traditional policy of acquiring terri-
tory for no other purpose than to acquire,
and does not seek war; on the contrary, it
is willing to make any seeming concession
that the' world may lapse into a state of
universal peace Great Britain has sought
to avoid war, and has the bitter experi-
ence in South Africa in mind. The other
powers In Europe are of no consequence
when the three greater are for peace. The
policy of the United States Is always pa-

cific so pacific that until recently Europe
held us In little esteem as a world power
and was frank enough to say so. Now that
the United States is recognized as a world
power Its Influence In the council of na-

tions is for peace and Justice. .

The absurd demonstration in Venezuela is
not in the nature of actual war, but the
effort of two Important and several unim-
portant governments to discipline an in-

significant government which has no other
reputation than that which Is won by a
chronic condition of revolution. There Is
reason to suspect that Great Britain and
Germany wish they had not become parties
to the Inconsequential events in regard to
Venezuela. The British people are dis-
pleased with the part that government has
taken In the affair, while Emperor William
is willing to withdraw if Venezuela will
make a humble apology for its insults to
Germany, as If a full-grow- n man should
regard the Jeers of a street gamin as re-

quiring apology. Having nothing else with
which to pay Venezuela's obligations, Cas-
tro should be willing to make any number
of apologies if they will be accepted in lieu
of money. So general Is the world's pacific
mood that even Canada is not threatening
the conquest of the United States, being
content with threats of accomplishing our
ruin by withdrawing its trade.

Has this condition of universal peace be-

tween the greater nations come to stay?
Why not? It is a condition which has been
coming for years. Until within a century
war was the chief business of nations.
Governments existed for little else than
to murder and Impoverish the masses in
war. The humanity of Christianity' has
been the leaven which has brought nations
to believe that war is a great evil to be
avoided. Except for a Just cause, the civil-
ized world will not tolerate war as the chief
purpose of governments. True, govern-
ments maintain vast armies and navies,
but these are simply for purposes of police;
they would protect themselves by the show-
ing of a capacity to do so. With the adop-
tion of a code of international arbitration
there Is abundant reason to believe,' or at
least to hope, that the greater powers of
the world will not go to war with each
other. Statesmanship has discovered that
It Is better for governments to adjust diff-
iculties without war than to make treaties
of settlement after wars involving immense
sacrifice of human life and burdening na-

tions with debts which impoverish the peo-
ple and retard progress.

A VITUPERATIVE SOCIALIST.
Several days ago the Journal commented

editorially on the godlessness, the lack of
Christian sentiment and principle, mani-
fested by many persons and societies call-
ing themselves Socialists. An Instance was
cited of a Chicago Sunday school in which
class hatred Is deliberately taught to the
children in attendance, the poor arrayed
against the rich and atheism made a
part of tho creed. The proceedings of
this Sunday school are reported in the
Chicago papers, no secret being made of
them. On the contrary, the persons in
charge are evidently proud of their work.
Nothing was said by the Journal against
the original principle of socialism, the re-

marks being merely directed to the teach-
ings of those who choose to masquerade
under Its garb. Socialism, in its primary
significance, as the Journal understands it,
is a doctrine of love. It Involves unselfish-
ness, self-denia- l, a giving up of Individual
rights and benefits for the common good,
a spirit of peace and good will, an utter
absence of class distinctions a millennial
condition. In short Under it there Is no
place for hatred or bitterness; its principles
Involve the carrying out of Christian Ideas
In a way that could seem possible only to
high-minde- d, If impracticable, theorists.

Hut the modern Socialist, so called, who
gets himself Into the papers, has departed
far from the original doctrine, and It was
of him and his ways that the Journal
spoke. What it said has not met with en-

tire approval. A correspondent from El-wo- od

Is, In fact, very much enraged. He
addresses a communication to the editor
and calls his remarks a "vicious attack on
socialism." "You make a willful and false
representation of facts." "You have not
had a line in your paper for years that was
In the interest and upholding the rights
of the laboring man." "You and your ilk
grew black In the face In your frantic
efforts during two campaigns to belittle
W. J. Bryan and the 'heresies' he repre-

sented, but Insldo of the next dozen years
yyu and your ilk woilwiillngly and glad
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ly get down on your knees and pray long
and loud and fervently for a good, honest,
fearless, conscientious man like Bryan to
save you from, the horrors (to you) of so-

cialism. "But gö ort writing your villain-
ous editorials, endeavoring by falsehood
and misrepresentation of facts to prejudice
the people against socialism," etc., etc.

The Journal gives the foregoing sentences
as samples to show why it does not print
the entire letter, which is in the same
strain. It Is not because the writer
Is vituperative, or because he calls the
Journal a liar, or because he betrays tha
fact that he Is not a regular reader of the
paper and does not know what appears In

its columns, that It does not give space to
the communication. It is simply be-

cause he presents no facts or offers no
argument to uphold his side of the case,
or to prove the Journal wrong. On the
contrary, his abusive and ferocious method
clearly sustains the Journal's assertion
that the spirit of the modern Socialist is
anything but one of sweetness and light.
The sentences quoted sufficiently indicate
this spirit, however, and it Is not vorth
while to inflict more of them upon the
readers of the paper. When the Elwood
gentleman sees fit to offer a serious de

fense of the course of the Chicago Social-

ists and others of their kind, or in any way
controverts the statements of the Journal,
he will be given a respectful hearing.

SOME EARLY VIEWS OF A31ERICAN
LITERATURE.

It is - sometimes interesting to compare
contemporaneous views concerning men or
affairs with those of a later generation, in
order to see how far they are sustained
by the verdict of history. This is as true
in literature and art as in anything else,
for time reverses as often as It confirms
contemporary Judgment in such matters.
A volume entitled "Lectures on American
Literature" reveals some of these changes.
The book was published in 1829, nearly
three-quarte- rs of a century ago, and con-

sists of lectures delivered In New York by
Samuel L. Knapp. He was a lawyer of the
period, a man of culture and quite a prolific
author of history and biography. Probably
no American of his time was better able
to write Intelligently concerning American
literature as then developed. The volume
contains fifteen lectures. In delivering them
their author was actuated, by the com-

mendable motive of "redeeming our fame
from the aspersions of our enemies," by
showing that the American, people had
already made distinct progress in the field
of literature and art. In his opening lec-

ture he says: "American writers furnish
numerous specimens of the various charac-
teristics of the English language. The
chaste, pure, cla'sslcal language abounds
In Hamilton's prose and Pierpont's poetry.
For sweetness we might look Into Ames's
prose and Perclval's verse. Robert Treat
Paine would furnish us with many sen-

tences in strong language- - In both prose
and verse." Some of these names have
survived, but James G. Perclval Is scarcely
remembered as a poet, while Fisher Ames,
who was born In 1758 and died In 1SÖ3, Is
hardly read at all, though he was a very
accomplished man and elegant writer. The
lecturer points with pride to Noah Web-

ster's dictionary, which had Just been pub-

lished in an edition of 2,500 copies, as "an
ocean of words, for It contains about 70,000."

The latest edition contains upwards of 114,000

words, with supplements containing many
thousands more. The author pays a tribute
to the scholars and writers of the colonial
period, among whom he mentions Nathaniel
Ward, Peter Bulkely, Nathaniel Rogers,
Ezekiel Rogers and others whom the pres-

ent generation never heard of. Of Thomas
Shepard, who lived and wrote in the latter
part of the seventeenth century, he says:
"He died in the forty-fourt- h year of his
age, but he lived long enough to publish
many works of merit. Several of them
were very popular, as 'The Morality of the
Sabbath, 'New England's Lamentation for
Old England's Errors' and 'An Explanation
of the Parable of the Ten Virgins.' " These
books would hardly be popular now. Na-

thaniel Ward's literary reputation rested
mainly on a satirical work called "The
Simple Cobbler of Agawam." There is no
demand for it now. Peter Bulkely "pub-lishe- d

a celebrated work on 'The Covenant
of the Gospel. " It is not mentioned
among the best-sellin- g books of to-da- y.

There were not a few great men, orators,
writers and ; scholars . during the colonial
period who are still known In history, and
the lecturer speaks appreciatively of their
merits. There were some, however, whom
no eulogy could rescue from oblivion. He
says: "One of the most valuable among
American books Is 'Holmes's Annals. "
Again, "Tltkin's Political and Civil His-
tory of the Un'ted States is a valuable
work." It would be valuable now as a
curio. Most persons would be surprised to
learn that John Smith, of Pocahontas fame,
wrote poetry. The lecturer describes Smith
as a man of genius, possessing generous
qualities, and an extensive traveler. "He
had been a philosopher, a hero and a lover
in every clime, and a favorite of the fair
In every path of the sun." He wrote a
poem of considerable length describing
some of his experiences. The quotations
given show it was poor stuff. In describing
the Pocahontas incident he tells how her
father, the Indian chief, kept him to make
hatchets and gewgaws, and describes his
own feelings in the third person:

The-- pay he bore a pleasant show,
liut sure his heart way pad.
For who can pleasant be, and rest.
That lives In fear and dread?
And having life suspected, doth .
It still suspected lead.

The lecturer says, "Smith probably wrote
much which has not reached us." Perhaps
It is Just as well that it did not. History
shows that Smith was a soldier of for-

tune, a reckless adventurer, a braggart and
a "blowhard." The lecturer says that
Michael Wigglesworth "was a poet of great
renown in his day." He was born in 1C31

and died in 1705. He was a New England
preacher and poet. Some of his most
popular poems were entitled, respectively,

"

"The Day of Doom; or a Description
of the Great and Last Judgment,"
"God's Controversy with New England,
Written In the Time of the Great Drought,
Anno 1CS2, by a Lover of New England's
Prosperity." "Meat Out of the Eater, or
Meditations Concerning the Necessity, End
and Usefulness of Affliction to God's Chil-
dren." The demand for these light and
cheerful poems has ceased. "About the
commencement of the eighteenth century,"
says the lecturer, "Thomas Mahln was
known as a poet." He had been a school
teacher and the poem on which his fame
rested was written in Latin and was "a
descriptive, sylvan and statistical account
of the settlement of Pennsylvania," The
statistical part of the poem could hardly
have been a work of the imagination.
American poets must have been plenty in

the eighteenth century, for we are told that,
"Among the most extraordinary produc-
tions of the early part of the century are
those of Roger Wolcott, of Connecticut.
He published a volume of poems In 1723,

wherr he was forty-si- x years of age, one
or more of them being of considerable
length. Mr. Bulkely, of Colchester, wrote
a preface to the poem. Bulkely was a poet
himself, as was also the Rev. Timothy
Edwards, to whom the volume was dedi-

cated by a poetical address." Here were
three poets In a bunch. The poetical dedi-

cation, consisting of eleven stanzas, be-

speaks Mr. Edwards's kindly and approving
Judgment of the verses, and closes with:
Then weih them candidly, and If that you
Shall once pronounce a longer life their due;
And. for their patron, will yourself engage.
They may, porhaps, adventure on the stage;
Hut If deny'd, they, blushing, back retlie
To burn themselves on their own funeral pyr.

Probably that would have been the best
thing the verses could have done. "It has
lately been discovered," says the lecturer,
"that Roger Williams, the first settler of
Providence, R. I., was a poet. There are
some fine specimens of his poetical powers
In his treatise upon the Indian language."
A treatise on the Indian language would
hardly seem to be a field for Inspiration,
but the American poets of the eighteenth
century broke out in unexpected places.
Roger Williams was a notable man in his
way, and he made war on the Indians as
zealously as he tried to convert them, but
there is no reason to believe he was a
born poet. Fortunately, none of his poems
has come down to us.

XEW TE3IPERANCE 3IOVEMENT.
, Observers of the workings of temperance

movements have noted the fact that they
are productive of beneficial results exactly
In proportion as they succeed in arousing
individuals and communities against the
use of intoxicating liquors; also, that such
sentiment Is not created by political cam-

paigns against the drink evil. The course
of the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union is an illustration of this. Although
the "crusade," involving certain illegal
acts, that was preliminary to the organiza-
tion of this body was not a wise proceed-
ing, the union itself In its earlier years was
a distinct force in the propagation of tem-

perance doctrine. Its leaders and members
urged practical temperance, they encour-
aged the taking of pledges to refrain from
Intoxicants, they interested children in the
work and formed societies among them. In
short, they constantly agitated the ques-

tion and tho public was bombarded with
facts concerning the desirability of reform
in this direction. It was an educational
campaign, and, except for occasional errors
arising from excess of zeal, was accom-
plishing a ''good work. It exerted a real in-

fluence. But In the course of time the la-

borers in the field grew weary of what
seemed to them slow progress and" began
to seek a short cut to the regeneration of
their erring fellow-creature- s. This seemed
to them to be through the political route,
and to the promotion of political plans the
organization forthwith proceeded to devote
Itself. And precisely at that time its influ-

ence began to wane. It has not accom-
plished anything of consequence through
politics and it has ceased to be a moral
force. It still exists; its name figures in
the papers now and then In reports of con-

ventions; it keeps its form but not Its
spirit. At all events. If it is doing anything
practical in the way of reform that fact is
concealed from public knowledge.

The need of a society whose sole purpose
is to teach temperance principles and en-

courage temperate practices has been felt
by many people and has resulted in the for-

mation of at least one society of that sort.
At Three Rivers, Mich., an order calling it-

self "Temperance Volunteers' was lately
organized and may be the beginning of a
general temperance movement. Its motto
is "Total abstinence," and its method is
moral suasion. It deals with the Individual
and urges him to become an abstainer, not
only for his own good, but for that 'of
others. The idea of universal brotherhood
and the need of exerting the best possible
Influence on one's associates by indulging
in no bad habits is urged. The tributary
branches are called phalanxes, and the dis-

cussion of religious or political topics is not
permitted at their meetings. The plan, as
given In detail in the publications of the or-

der, seems sane and practical, and, being
so, deserves to be encouraged. Mr. Frank
Knapp is leader of the society at Three"
Rivers; Its originator is Mr. Albert Griffin.

PHILANTHROPIC MONEY-CHANGER- S.

One of the philanthropic organizations
sometimes unkindly alluded to by persons
who do not appreciate them as chattel-mortga- ge

fiends, is endeavoring, in its hum-

ble way, to encourage the holiday spirit in
Indianapolis and to brighten the paths of
unfortunate citizens whose finances do not
allow of the generous Christmas outlay
they all naturally desire to make. To at-

tain this agreeable end the company in
question sends out a circular beginning
thus:

Have a sunny satisfaction devoid of all
clouds of disappointment by commencing
early to do your Christmas shopping. By
buying now you avoid the crowds and
crush that always takes place the last few
days before Christmas, you also have the
advantage of a larger stock, that has not
been picked over, and usually lower prices.

In haste to remove the sting this advice
must Inflict upon persons with empty
pocketbooks, this friend In need goes on to
say:

If you do not have ready monsr to do
your shopping now we will advance it to
you on your furniture, pianos, wagons, car-
riages, horses, etc.. and allow you to pay it
back in small weekly or monthly payments.
giving you any time from one month to one
year. You will thus have the satisfaction
of making your family and friends happy
and you will be happy yourself In seeing
them happy.
. Ancient and revered authority teaches
that It Is more blessed to give than to re-

ceive. Therefore, with this opportunity be-

fore them, why should any one go un-

blessed? Almost every one hat personal
property of some sort. If you have a piano,
borrowing money on It for Christmas gifts
may afford a double Joy- - once when the
gifts bought with the money are bestowed,
and again, to the neighbors, when the
mortgage Is foreclosed and the instrument
carted away. If you haven't a piano you
may have a sewing , machine or a type-

writing machine. Who wouldn't mortgage
one of these to make holiday bright for
family or friends? At the Yefy least you
have a cook stove and a bed. The esteem-
ed loan company will cheerfully advance
you money on these articles for the sake
of helping you supply Christmas cheer to
your dear ones. To be sure. If the "In-

terest" the circular neglects to " specify
whether it Is a SO or 100 per cent, rate if
the interest is not -- paid . promptly the
benevolent organization which made the
loan will need, that stove and that bed in
its business and will send for them; but
what Is tho sacrifice of mere furnituxa

Y

conpared with the happiness of making
gifts and of securing happiness to one's
friends? And how lovely and thoughtful
in the money-change- rs to open so easy a
way to Christmas Joy! ?

. The United States is fortunate in having
a minister to Venezuela at this critical
Juncture who 13 well equipped by educa-
tion, training and diplomatic experience to
deal with the situation. We have some-

times had inferior men at that post, but
Mr. Bowen is not of that class. Several
years ago, while he was consul at Barce-
lona, Spain, he wrote a book on interna-
tional law which ranks as an authority.
Concerning arbitration as a means of set-
tling International controversies, he said It
differs from mediation "in that it is bind-Irr- g

on the parties unless It Is unconscion-
able or plainly or unreasonably partial.
When the arbitrator has rendered his deci-

sion his duties are completed, as he is not.
empowered to enforce it, his functions be-

ing Judicial and not executive." This as- -
sumes that where two or more powers
agree to submit a dispute to arbitration
they are morally and honorably bound by
the finding. Of the Monroe doctrine he
said:

It' has a strong hold on the heart and
mind of the American people, and has al
ways seemed to our sister American repub
lics as a great. If not their greatest, bul
wark against European interference with
tneir liberty and Independence. Not one
word, however, does It contain that Justi-
fies the belief that it was intended to re
lieve any American nation of its duty to
meet all its obligations to European powers
or to prevent such powers from obtaining
due satisfaction for any wrong they may
surrer or any Injury they may sustain in
their intercourse with the American peo-
ples. What it does contain Is two plain
statements, the first one being to the effect
that the European nations must not at-
tempt to acquire sovereignty or to extend
their monarchical system over any Amer-
ican territory in addition to that which
they already possess, and the second one
being practically a promise that the United
States will not interfere with the existing
American colonies or dependencies of any
European power.

At a very large meeting of the members
of Indiana Commandery of the Loyal
Legion, Friday evening, Admiral Brown
stated that every other State which had
a warship named in its honor In the battle
of Santiago had presented the officer in
command with a testimonial, either by
subscription or public appropriation. He
alluded to the honorable part which the
battleship Indiana took In that brilliant
achievement and expressed the wish that
the Legislature might be asked to vote
money for a suitable testimonial. He was
inclined to oppose action by the Legion,
but the members were so Impressed with
the proposition that a. motion was made
and unanimously carried authorizing the
appointment of a committee to consider
the matter and bring it to the attention of
the Legislature. In this connection it
should be said that Captain (now admiral)
Taylor, who commanded the Indiana at
the time of the battle, has shown his re-

gard for the people of this State by send-

ing them one of the captured guns and the
battleflag of the Indiana, which is dis-

played in the Statehouse on all public oc-

casions. There is good reason to believe
that the patriotic people of Indiana will
have the same feeding In regard to a testi-

monial that was so positively manifested
in the meeting'of Friday evening.' To have
had a ship bearing the name of the State
take an honorable part In one of the most
brilliant naval engagements of modern
times is an honor which should be recog-

nized by some testimonial to 'the dis-

tinguished officer who so skilfully com-

manded her on that occasion.

The latest report is to the effect that
the governments which are mixed up In the
Venezuelan affair will ask President Iloose-ve- lt

to arbitrate the existing differences.

It 4 the practice for governments which
cannot agree in regard to an important
matter to submit it to the arbitration of
the head oi a neutral government. Tme
and again the United States has agree.! to
such arbitration, but it may be said that
the decision is rarely satisfactory to the
government or the people. In two or
three instances the United States has been
a sufferer, doubtless because of the sym-

pathy which exists between the heads of
monarchical governments for each other.
The last case of this character was a dif-

ference of opinion between the United
States and Germany as to the relations of
the two governments with Samoa. The ar-

bitrator was the King of Sweden and the
decision was hostile to the United States.
In the Judgment of those familiar with
the details of the dispute the decision was
unfair. It is an honor to have the Presi-

dent called upon to arbitrate differences
Involving the disputes of so many govern-

ments, as It is a general recognition of
his intelligence and Judgment; neverthe-
less, it seems that the President should
not be asked to assume such a responsibil-
ity now that all the more important gov-

ernments have united in creating a court
of arbitration, designed to consider and de-

cide all such differences as exist between
Venezuela and the numerous governments
which are pressing claims against that
nation.

General Castro, the Preeident-dictato- r of
Venezuela, has been indiscriminate and im-

partial in his insults to other powers. Two
years ago. he threatened to expel from
Venezuela some Americans who had a con-

cession for. working asphalt deposits, and
probably would have carried out his threat
had not our minister. Loom Is at that time,
protected and requested the Immediate
presence of an American warship. Castro
revoked his order, but adopted such an in-

sulting course towards Mr. Loomis that
he was finally, at his own request, trans-
ferred to another post. Again, only a
few months ago, during his operations
against the revolutionists, Castro flew an
American flag from one of his gunboats
in order to deceive the enemy and to ap-

proach and bombard a town held by them.
For this gross Insult under International
law he was forced, under .a peremptory
demand to apologize and to fire a national
salute to the American flag. There Is not
a civilized power in the world that he has
not insulted.

A great many different kinds of cranks
are necessary to fill the ranks. This Is

not a rhyming surmise, but a prosaic state-
ment of fact. A few days ago a dispatch
announced the death somewhere in the
East of a man who had not been out of
his house in thirty years. During the pres
idential campaign of 1S72 he made a wager
which bound him never to go outside of
his house again if Horace Greeley were
not elected. Having lost his wager, he
paid it by making a lifelong fool of him-

self. Now comes a story of a man living
near Chllllcothe, O., who has not spoken
a word for thirty Veara, because when he

t
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was a boy his father whipped him cruelly
and he made a vow never to speak again.
In view of the strength which such peo-

ple show In keeping foolish pledges and
resolutions one cannot help thinking what
they might have accomplished If they had
made wise ones.

The question-whic- h is raised In regard
to the constitutionality of a law providing
for the use of voting machines Is at least
an interesting one. When the Constitution
was framed voting machines were not
dreamed of and the provision that "all
elections by the people shall be by ballot"
had no reference to them. The context
shows that It was Intended to differentiate
popular elections from elections by the
General Assembly, the former being by-ball- ot

and the latter viva voce. The real
object of the provision was to secure
secrecy and independence in popular elec-

tions, and a voting machine would do that
as well as the Australian ballot system
does. Yet a voting machine Is not a ballot.
and there Is the plain provision of the
Constitution.

Until this winter Boston people have had
little to do with any sort of coal but an
thracite, and seem to be having trouble
with other varieties. At all events, a wom-

an, who says she was accustomed to the
use of soft coal In a foreign country, writes
to a Boston paper to tell how to use it, and
offers this remarkable Information:

Soft coal 'is generally bought In a form
containing chiefly powder, some lumps of
coal. One. takes a half-hodf- ul of this,
knocks up the lumps a little finer, till about
the size of chestnuts, and pours on water,
mixing all to a crumbly and moist paste,
not dripping. Of this paste one spreads
an even layer, about one inch thick, over
the fire now and then, or on the fine kina-ling- s.

At night the paste is laid deeper.
three or four inches, made air tight an
around; then a rod the size of a stout poker
Is thrust down through the center and
withdrawn, making a draft (the air always
enters below coal bed), the coal and water
quickly fuse into a solid mass, except for
the center draft hole, and It Is left all
night.

It would be interesting to know what
curious product it is that dealers are palm
ing off on the innocent Boston public as
"soft" coal. The word soft seems to Indi
cate to the victims a semi-liqui- d substance.

THE HUMORISTS.

The Lovers Quarrel.
Chicago Post.

"What did the lovers quarrel about?"
"She wanted him to promise to love her for

ever and a day, and he said he wanted the day
for himself."

The Former's Theory.
Puck.

City Nephew I noticed that hired man didn't
drink coffee for breakfast?

Farmer Bentover No! He's afraid it will keep
him awake durln' the day.

Ilia Only Refuse.
Harper's Bazar.

The Parson Your wife, sir, I trying to run
my church.

Withcrby If that to really the case, the only
thing for you to do is to join my poker club.

Slow Progress.
Yonkers Stater man.

She Have you bought any Christmas presents
yet? I

He Bought any? Why, I haven't succeeded in
even borrowing-- any money to buy them with yet.

True Enough.
Philadelphia Press.

Bierstein Veil, now, ven you gome to tlnk off
It, you don't hear off a Cherman gommltting
sulcite very often yet.

Cassldy Thrue for ye. n can't do: it more
than onct

The Glance Glace.
"Drink to me only with thine eyes,'
The youth with fond beseeching cries.
She gave him one that cut him dead.
"That drink was surely iced," he said.

New York Evening Sun.

A Wish.
O wad some power the glftie gle us,

Before we Christmas presents send.
To know precisely how much money

On gifts for us our friends will spend.
Washington Post.

Too Warm for Htm.
Cathollo Standard and Times.

Hicks Pecham's wife has quite a temper,
hasn't she?

Wicke I can't ray. She lost It the last time
I was there, and I didn't wait to see if she found
it again. .

One More Resource.
Chicago Tribune.

"I am sorry to have to refuse this," said the
head of the publishing house. "It would be too
risky. There are subjects that can't be dealt
with in books."

"They can on the stage, by Jove!" replied the
author, fiercely. "I'll make a society drama of
It!"

He Had.
Judge.

"Will you marry me?" tremblingly inquired
the honest youth of the coy daughter of the grass
widow.

"Oh. kind sir." answered the diffident maid,
"you must ask mamma first."

"I did," avers the truthful swain, "but she
said she couldn't have me, as she was engaged to
old Goldrox."

ABOUT PEOPLE A2TD THUTGS.
Thie bishop of London says that only one

In every eighty of the population of Londongoes to church or chapel.
The Prince of Monaco, In spite of his

being part owner of the greatest gambling
establishment in the world, never touchesa card.

Queen Alexandra's beautiful coronation
crown Is to be broken up. The Jewels are
to be removed from the settings, and the
far-fam- ed Koh-ino- or is to be used by herMajesty as a neck ornamenL

Among the many Interesting exhibits
from Mississippi at the world's fair, St.
Louis, will be an Immense panel made fromspecimens of eighty-si- x different varieties
of wood grown in that State.
- The Society of American florists will hold
Its 1904 meeting at the world's fair, St
Louis. The conventions of this society are
generally attended by about one thousandpersons, and it is reported the attendance
in 1104 will be much larger.

Trained cats are the latest fad of French
society women. Fashion decrees that the
animal must be educated entirely by its
owner, and several of the best-know- n

women In Parisian eoclety are giving an
hour a day to training their cats.

It Is said that some of the Venetians
those who have never been to the mai-
nlandhave never seen a horse in all their
lives. A showman once brought one to a
fair, and called it a monster, and the fac-
tory hands paid a quarter, to see the mar-
vel.

About five years ago a Maine woman,
taking a consumptive husband to the moun-
tains of Arizona, was Bhown an old aban-
doned claim by her Indian servant. She
tooR it, with great difficulty secured 9500
to work It. and before the year was out
sold it for XSO.OOO and a life Interest.

The name of Sarah Bernhardt is to be
perpetuated cn the boards. Sarah Bern-
hardt the younger will follow In the foot-
steps of Sarah the elder. She is the eight-year.-o- ld

daughter of Maurice Bernhardt,
and consequently the granddaughter of the
tragedienne, who. it is said, has Just turned
her fifty-nint- h year.

While a football game was in progress at
Hanley, Ungland, a bull invaded the field.
Some of the players being dressed In a
bright red, the bull determined to have a
little game himself, and the manner in
which be bucked the center and made th

footballers scatter in all directions showed
that he had nothing to learn from tlni in
the gentle game of football.

No public document bearing K!ng 1M- -

ward's signature Is ever carried by pott- -
men, though the King's private letters arc
usually Intrusted to the ordinary port.
Wherever the King may be twu Kit'a
messengers or moie leave Lonlcn evtry
day bearing official papers that his Majes-
ty must deal with immediately. Thus ihi
King is kept busy, and sometimes over-
worked, even on his holiday trip?.

Paul Kruger, In his memoirs, tells tho
story of a secretary whom he punished for
being drunk by tying him to a wagon
wheel. During the night three tbousind
Kaffirs and about four thousand Zulus at-
tacked the Boer camp and wtre not driven
off till daylight. The secretary slept i
6oundly that he noticed nothing of the
fight, and the next day, when he at Iat
awoke, he looked around in astonishment .

and asked: "Have you people teen fisht- -
ing during the night?'

'Sarianna Browning, sister of the po?t,
was reported to have died lately, but It
now appears that a curious case of mis-

taken identities was involved." Miss Sari-- ;
anna Browning Is alive and well in Flor-
ence, but a Miss Sarah Brownlhg has died
in England. The mistake arose out of an
almost incredible coincidence. The. fathvr
of the deceased lady was a Robert Brown-
ing, he was in the Bank of England with
the poet's father, and each had a daughter
in 1S14. "Many such coincidences would
make biography a nightmare," says the
Academy.

In France there Is a queer use for old
shoes. They are bought up in large quan-
tities by leather dealers and sold to large ;

factories. There they are taken apart end .

submitted to long processes, which turn
them Into paste, from which the material
is transformed into imitation leather, final-
ly coming out In a form which very close-
ly Imitates the finest morocco. This ma--
terlal is stamped with the most stylish de--'
signs, and it appears In our American
shops as well as in Parisian shops in the
form of handsome wall paper, trunk cover-
ings and similar articles of household dec-

oration.

WAVES OF MORALITY.

They Bluet Hare Substantial Racking
to De of Effect.

Crawfordsviile (Ind.) JournaL
The so-call- ed "liberal element" has had

its own way in Crawfordsviile for a num-

ber of years, so it is no more than fair
that the other side should take an Inning,
as It seems to be doing now. The town has
been practically "wide open" f jr a long
period, yielding a harvest of coin for some,
and a harvest of crime, vice and poverty
for others. Perhaps it Is time for the sleep-
ers to awaken.

There is no occasion for criticism because
.nothing has been done before. Those wno .

nave the city's morality most at heart are
estopped by their own tacit consent to a
condition of affairs that has become no-

torious. It is safe to tay that the wave of
morality which Is Just now passing over
the city has the sympathy of the great ma-
jority of the people and voters, three-fourt- hs

of them at least and perhaps more.
On the suppression of the slot machines
the community is practically a unit.
Gambling rooms conducted by professional
gamblers over saloons and in other places
nave a very few mild defenders, but they
are plainly illegal and demoralizing and
are destined to follow the slot mathlnes
In a short time. There is renewed activity
In the raids on the resorts of the social
evil, but here is a problem which so far
has baffled the best and wisest and no solu- -.

tion better than strict police regulation
seems to have been found.

The most complicated question, however,
before this or any community which wants
to establish a high moral standard is that
of the liquor traffic. There are a dozen
different shades of opinion among thoso
opposed to It and a considerable amount
of intolerance of each other among them,
but those engaged in the traffic are united.
Before passing Judgment on the present
onslaught on the saloon keepers the com-
munity vill want to know a few things.
First, is this movement a mere spurt, a

enthusiasm? If so, then it willCasslngdown by the prudent as worse than,
useless. If It is the beginning of an or- -'

ganlzed, systematic attempt to restrict to
a minimum the evils of the saloon in Craw-
fordsviile, then it is worthy of considera-
tion. But before final approval can be
given the public will want to know the
exact end to be striven for and the means
to be adopted for reaching that end. Is it
the purpose to reduce the number of sa-
loons to those that will be satisfied to do
business absolutely within the law, or Is it
by blanket remonstrance to give us a taste
of prohibition?

The gentlemen who are at the front of
the antl-saloo- n movement and those, too,
who are behind It In order to Justify their'
present conduct will hav to go on. And If
they go on they must take the public into
their confidence and announce their pro-
gramme. This programme must be suff-
iciently broad to unite practically all of
those who oppose the evils of the saloon
or It will not receive popular support, and
without popular support it will fall.

LIFE IN COLOMBIA.

One American Family Found It Any
thlna but Pleaaant.

Barranqullla Letter in the Independent ,

I-re- a statement to the. effect that all
foreigners' lives and property were safe
withthe Latin Americans. I beg to differ.
Two years ago we . arrived in Colombia,
went into the interior and bought a farm.
We worked very hard, built a house,
planted our trees and vegetables and
bought some cattle.

Then started the trouble with the natives.
The insurgents came one night and took
our cows, leaving us without milk, which
means a great deal to a mother with five
children. Not long after a small band of
government soldiers surrounded the house,
and. with rifles pointed at my husband, in-
sisted on entering. He. however, refused
them, and after eating what provisions we
had in the kitchen they took their way to
the village.

This was quite enough for me, and I de-
cided to go to the village with my family
until a time of peace. There we fared even
worse than on the farm. Every time troops
would come to the village they would come
into the yard and take my chickens, and at
one time, when I remomtrated, one of the
men struck me three blows on the shoulder
with his fist, causing me to take to my bed
for several days, and 1 am at present suf-
fering great nervousness from the shock.

We had a store in the village, and when-
ever the government troops wanted any
article that we happened to have they
simply sent four armed men and demanded
fifty pounds of fish, same of meat, same of
sugar, and shoes for the troops; at one
time tm in shoes, without offering to pay
one dollar.

The worst of all. though, was the burning
of our house by the government troops and
the cutting down of our plantains, one of
the main articles of food In Colombia, thus
leaving us without house or food. We then
sold what clothes we had to spare and our
furniture and came to Barranqullla with
the hope of saving our lives and finding
redress, but it seems our United States con-

sul can do nothing.
We are Americans, born and brought up

in New York, and life in a Colombian cU'
la almost unbearable. Still we have sacri-
ficed all and are compelled to remain until
we can earn enough to take u? home with
the experience of coming to a much-advertis- ed

country. Where is redress?

Didn't Need a Cemetery.
New York Evening Post

Since Oklahoma grew up and became a
respectable candidate for statehood, she
has put off some of the airs of the mining
camp and the frontier. This has been to
her material benefit, no doubt, but It leaves
her less picturesque. It Is a pleasure, there-
fore, to note that there are still regions In
the Territory where the old iplrlt survives.
A breath of it comes irr a press dispatch
from Enid. This town ia eight years old.
has a population of more than 9.uw but
"has never had a regular burying ground
of any description." The reason, naively
set forth in the dispatch. Is that the town
is the scene of few natural deaths; most of
the inhabitants are persons who have
moved in from the States, and "whtn. after
some misunderstanding, one of them is
killed, tt Is the custom to send the body
home for burial." If the bodies need a
little attention after the "mlsunderrtand-lng.- "

there Is an undertaker's establish-
ment in connection with a furniture store
in Enid, and tho coroner and the express
agent are prepared to do the rest. A ceme
terv would be an obvious superfluity.


